
GREAT AND HOLY WEEK ICONS  

ICON OF SATURDAY OF LAZARUS 

   

The icon of the Saturday of Lazarus shows Christ calling His friend to come out of the tomb (1). Lazarus is 

coming forth from the tomb (2), still bound in the strips of burial cloth. His sisters, Mary and Martha are 

bowing before Christ, expressing both their sorrow in the death of their brother, but also their faith in Christ 

as the Messiah and Son of God. Next to them is someone who has followed the request of our Lord and 

removed the stone from the door of the tomb (3). 

 

2. Lazarus is seen answering the call of his friend while still bound in his burial cloth. 

Standing with Christ are his disciples who are witnesses of this miracle, a true manifestation of the power of 

God that would bring them assurance during the Passion of our Lord. 

 
1. Christ calls his friend Lazarus to come out from his tomb 



  

3. Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, bow before Christ 

as they witness this awesome miracle. A young man pulls the 

stone away from the front of the tomb. 

4. A man who is a part of the crowd that 

followed Christ, witnesses the miracle. 

In the center of the icon is a person (4) who represents the crowd who also witnessed the miracle. Some 

believed, but others went and told the Pharisees and chief priests who continued their machinations to bring 

about the arrest of Christ and His death. The walled city of Jerusalem, where Christ will arrive in triumph the 

following day, is depicted in the background. 

 

ICON OF PALM SUNDAY 

      

In the Icon of the Feast of Palm Sunday, Christ is the central figure, depicted seated upon the colt of a donkey 

as He enters Jerusalem, a fulfillment of the prophecy found in Zechariah 9:9 (1). Christ is blessing with His right 

hand, and in His left hand is a scroll (2), symbolizing that He is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies 

concerning the Messiah, the Anointed One who has come to redeem us from our sins and break the power of 

death. The colt, one of the animals that were considered unclean according to the Law, is symbolic of the 

inclusion of all peoples of all nations in the new covenant that will come through the death and Resurrection 

of Christ (Isaiah 62:10-11). It is also a sign that our Lord has revealed a heavenly and spiritual kingdom that 

offers true and enduring peace. 



  

1. "...See your King comes to you, righteous and having 

salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey." Zechariah 9:9 

2. Christ blesses the crowd with His right 

hand and carries a scroll in His left. 

On the left, the disciples accompany Jesus in His Triumphal Entry (3). Depicted on the right are the Jews (4) 

who greet Him crying “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 

The word “Hosanna” means “Save, I pray” or “Save now.” 

  

3. The disciples accompany Christ on his 

entry into Jerusalem.  

4. The crowd greets Christ with palm branches and shouting 

"Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!" 

The children are the small people who are greeting Christ with palm branches (5) and laying these and their 

garments on the ground before Christ as tokens of honor for one who is acknowledged as a King. The city of 

Jerusalem is shown as the walled buildings, and the temple is depicted as the building with the dome (6). 

  

5. The children also greet Christ with palm branches and lay their 

garments on the ground honoring Him as King. 

6. The walls of Jerusalem. 

  

 



ICON OF THE BRIDEGROOM (Palm Sunday to Holy Wednesday) 

 

"The Bridegroom" Icon portrays Christ during His Passion, particularly during the period when our Lord was mocked and 

tortured by the soldiers who crowned Him with thorns, dressed Him in purple and placed a reed in His Hands, jeering 

Him as "King of the Jews." 

  

Christ is shown bearing the wounds of his mocking and torture. He is 

dressed in a purple cloak with His hands bound together, and holding 

a reed as a staff.  

They placed a crown of thorns upon His head 

and shouted "KING OF THE JEWS!" 

ICON OF THE LAST SUPPER - INSTITUTION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST (Holy Thursday) 

         



 
 

Christ is the central figure at the table. Saint John the Beloved [Evangelist, Theologian] is seated at Christ's 

right; as the youngest of the disciples he is depicted as beardless. Judas Iscariot the Betrayer is the third figure 

from Christ's left; he is depicted dipping into the dish (Matthew 26:20-25). Saint John the Beloved receives in 

his left hand a piece of the Body of Christ; another morsel is on the table before Christ. The chalice containing 

the Precious Blood of Christ is in His Left hand. 

  

The youngest of the Disciples, John the 

Beloved, is seated to the right of Christ. 

Judas Iscariot, the one who is to betray Jesus to the High Priests, 

is depicted reaching across the table to dip into the dish. He is 

the only disciple depicted without a halo. 

 

ICONS OF THE COMMEMORATION OF GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY 

On Great and Holy Friday, Orthodox churches display the icon known as the "Axra Tapeinosis - The Extreme 

Humility." This icon depicts the crucified dead body of Christ upright in the Tomb with the Cross in the 

background. It combines the two awesome events of Great Friday—the crucifixion and burial of Christ. 



    

On the icon of the Crucifixion of Christ, He is shown nailed to the 

Cross. His right side is pierced and from the wound flows blood and 

water. At the foot of the Cross is a skull. (Golgotha, the Mount of the 

Crucifixion, means "the place of the skull.") Tradition related that the 

Cross of Christ stood directly over the grave of our Forefather Adam. On the top bar of the Cross is the 

inscription "I.N.B.I.", the initials for the Greek words meaning "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews." To the left 

of Christ, the Theotokos and St. Mary Magdalene are often pictured as well; the youthful St. John the Beloved 

Disciple and St. Longinus the Centurion (Mark 15:39) are shown to the right if they are depicted. 

  

On the left-hand side of the icon are depicted Mary, the 

Mother of God (front) and Mary Magdalene (right). 

On the right-hand side of the icon are depicted 

Saint John and Saint Longinus, the Centurion. 

Another icon that depicts the events of Holy Friday is known as the Epitaphios Thrinos. In this icon, Christ has 

been taken off of the Cross, and His body is being prepared for burial. Shown around the body and mourning 

His death are His mother, the Theotokos and Virgin Mary, John the beloved disciple, Joseph of Arimathea, and 

Mary Magdelene. 

 

Christ is depicted nailed to the Cross. 

The wound on His right side pours out 

both blood and water. 

 

The mount where Christ was crucified 

was known as Golgotha, or the "place 

of the skull". A skull can be seen 

below the Cross. 



 

Mary Magdalene, Mary, the Mother of God, John the beloved disciple, and Joseph of Arimathea are shown 

preparing Christ's body for the tomb.  

In addition to these icons, Orthodox churches process with and display a large wooden Crucifix with an image 

of Christ attached. At the Vespers on Friday, the image of Christ is removed from the Cross and wrapped in a 

white cloth. Another icon, one that depicts the body of Christ removed from the Cross, appears on the 

Epitaphios that is carried and placed in the Tomb during this service.  

ICONS OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

   



One of the most symbolic of the Festal Icons of the Orthodox Church is that of the Holy Resurrection. In the 

center of this radiant event is Christ pulling Adam and Eve up from their tombs. The gates of the Realm of 

Death are broken and thrown down. Death, personified in human form is defeated, and bound hand and foot 

at the bottom of the scene. We recall the joyous words of St. Paul: "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, 

where is thy victory?" (1 Corinthians 15:55) 

  

Christ pulls Adam and Eve from their tombs.  Christ is depicted trampling upon the gates of Hades. 

In the background stands the host of the departed, so numerous they can not be depicted. Among them in the 

front of the multitude are some of the righteous dead, though now invigorated by the Resurrection. King 

David and his son Solomon are seen on the left wearing crowns. Near the center is Saint John the Baptist. On 

the other side is Abel, the son of Adam and the first man to ever die. He wears a shepherds robe and has a 

cane. Many Icons of this subject depict large crowds with a few other recognizable prophets. 

  

Standing amongst the departed are Saint John the 

Baptist (right) and King David (left). 

Abel, the son of Adam (left) and the first man to die, is 

present and depicted wearing a shepherd's robe. 

 


